
Themyth of 

“separation of church & state”

& The mandate
To the American Church



“The chief danger of the 20th
century will be religion without
the Holy Ghost, Christianity
without Christ, forgiveness
without repentance, salvation
without regeneration, politics
without God, and Heaven
without Hell.” William Booth





March 6, 1860 in New Haven, CT 

“… we must not call it [slavery] wrong in politics because that
is bringing morality into politics, and we must not call it wrong
in the pulpit because that is bringing politics into religion; we
must not bring it into the Tract Society or the other societies,
because those are such unsuitable places, and there is no
single place, according to you, where this wrong thing can
properly be called wrong!”

The Collected Works Of Abraham Lincoln, Vol. IV, Roy P. Basler, editor, p. 20 



Dr. William James
“The Father of Modern Psychology”

“There is nothing so
absurd but that if you
repeat it often enough
people will believe it.”

i.e., “Separation of 
Church and State”; 
“Masks protect from 
airborne viruses”; 
“Evolution is True”



Prov. 18:17 The first to present his case
seems right, till another comes forward and
questions him.

“Cancel Culture” works to keep the latter
from happening, thereby suppressing truth
and deceiving/controlling the people.



"For 
everything 
there is a 
season, and 
a time for 
every matter 
under 
heaven,"

…preached 
Rev. John 
Peter 
Muhlenberg, 
from the 
book of 
Ecclesiastes  
3:1.



He closed his 
message by 
saying:
"In the 
language of 
the Holy 
Writ, there is 
a time for all 
things. 

There is a time 
to preach and 
a time to 
fight. And 
now is the 
time to fight.“

~~~
Jan. 21, 1776



The 8th Virginian Regiment
John Peter Muhlenberg

• 30 year old member 
of the Virginia House 
of Burgesses who was 
also a pastor

• Led 300 Church Men



Frank Moore, 1862:

“The preachers of the
Revolution did not hesitate
to attack the great political
and social evils of their
day …”



John Wingate Thornton
The Pulpit of the American Revolution

1860

“The Fathers of the
Republic did not
divorce politics and
religion, but they
denounced the sep-
aration as ungodly. …
The state was dev-
eloped out of the
church – not the other
way around. ”



Alice M. Baldwin, PhD.
Historian, Duke University 

The New England Clergy and the
American Revolution, 1918:

“The Constitutional 
Convention and the 

written Constitution were 
the children of the 

pulpit.”





Mt 22:21 And He said to them, “Render therefore
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s.”

• A “Separation of State from Church”
• Do not give to Caesar what is God’s
• Do not surrender to Caesar what God has given

you – you “inalienable rights”



Daniel Webster, “A Discourse,”
Plymouth, MA, Dec 22, 1820:

“Whatever makes men 

good Christians makes 

them good citizens.” 

i.e., Promoting and Applying 

Biblical Values Creates A 

Good & Safe Society



John Jay, 1st Chief Justice of U.S.

Supreme Court:

“Providence (God) has given to our

people the choice of their rulers,

and it is the duty, as well as the

privilege and interest of our

Christian nation, to select and

prefer Christians for their rulers. …

The Americans are the first people

whom Heaven has favored with an

opportunity of deliberating upon and

choosing the forms of government
under which they should live.”



Samuel Adams, Essay in the

Boston Gazette, Apr 16, 1781:

“Let each citizen remember at

the moment he is offering his

vote that he is … executing one

of the most solemn trusts in

human society for which he is

accountable to God and his

country.”



Noah Webster, Letters to a Young

Gentleman Commencing His

Education to which is subjoined a

Brief History of the United States:

“When a citizen gives his

suffrage (Support/Vote) to a

man of known immorality he

abuses his trust; he sacrifices

not only his own interest, but

that of his neighbor, he betrays

the interest of his country.”



“When a citizen gives his

suffrage (Support/Vote) to a

man of known immorality he

abuses his trust;…”

Eph 5:11 NIV84 Have

nothing to do with the

fruitless deeds of darkness,

but rather expose them.



“God created human 
government. It is, therefore, 

inconceivable that God 
would create government 
and then tell His people to 
stay out of it.”    Adrian Rogers



1 Cor 10:31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Mt 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; … 14 “You are the
light of the world. … 16 Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.



• Christianity

• Church

• The rest of my life

• My family

• My career

• My politics

We cannot 

compartmentalize our 

lives into the sacred and 

the secular







How We Tend to View OUR 
Relationship with the World –
SPOKES to Compartments

• ME @ the Center

• Life Compartments

• Separated– No 
“Mixing”

• I Can Move In & Out 
Of Each As Desired

ME

Career 

Life Goals

Marriage 
Family

Cultural 
Issues 

Education

Medical

Healthcare

Government

Entertain-
ment

Spiritual
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This Is An INVALID Way to 
View Our Relationship 

with the World

However,

There is a consistent 
way we all relate to 

our world…



Morality

The Head Stream 
of “Religion”

Business/Job 

Gov’t/Politics

EntertainmentMedia

Education

Family/Home
To address these is not to “Mix” 

it with Religion, but to reveal 
how these areas actually 

Submit to your Religion/Faith



Biblical 
Morality

Revival/Awakening

Business

Gov’t/Politics

EntertainmentMedia

Education

Family/Home



Biblical 
Morality

Revival/Awakening

Business/Job 

Gov’t/Law

EntertainmentHealth/Medicine

Education

Family/Home







“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; …”

Question: Who is being limited in the 1st Amendment?
- the Government, NOT THE CHURCH!



Dr. James McHenry
Maryland delegate to the 

Constitutional Convention



Mrs. Powell: “Well, Doctor, what have we got – a

Republic or a Monarchy?”

Franklin: “A Republic, if you can keep it.”



So, where did the idea of “separation of
church and state” come from?

The Baptist Association of Danbury,
Connecticut sent a letter to Thomas
Jefferson on October 7, 1801



Jan 1, 1802:



“Believing with you that religion is a
matter which lies solely between Man
& his God, that he owes account to
none other for his faith or his worship,
that the legitimate powers of
government reach actions only, & not
opinions, I contemplate with sovereign
reverence that act of the whole
American people which declared that
their legislature should ‘make no law
respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,’
thus building a wall of separation
between Church & State.”



The Framers believed Christianity to

be the best and only sure foundation

for a free people.



William Penn, Apr. 25, 1682:

“Governments, like clocks, go

from the motion men give

them; and as governments

are made and moved by

men, so by them they are

ruined too. Wherefore

governments rather depend

upon men than men upon

governments. Let men be

good and the government

cannot be bad. . . .



But if men be bad, let the

government be never so

good, they will endeavor to

warp and spoil it to their turn.

. . .[T]hough good laws do

well, good men do better; for

good laws may want [lack]

good men and be abolished

or invaded by ill men; but

good men will never want

good laws nor suffer [allow] ill

ones.”



“Of all the dispositions and
habits which lead to political
prosperity, Religion and
morality are indispensable
supports … And let us with
caution indulge the
supposition, that morality
can be maintained without
religion.”

George Washington, Sept. 19, 1796 



Morality

“Religion”

Business/Job 

Gov’t/Politics

EntertainmentMedia

Education

Family/Home





In a Letter to Zabdiel Adams 
(June 21, 1776)

“Statesmen, my dear Sir, may
plan and speculate for Liberty,
but it is Religion and Morality
alone, which can establish the
Principles upon which
Freedom can securely stand.
The only foundation of a free
Constitution is pure Virtue, …”



John Adams to Massachusetts
military officers, Oct. 11, 1798:

“We have no government
armed with power capable of
contending with human
passions unbridled by morality
and religion. Avarice, ambition,
revenge, or gallantry, would
break the strongest cords of
our Constitution as a whale
goes through a net.



Our Constitution was made
only for a moral and religious
people. It is wholly inadequate
to the government of any
other.”



“[T]he only foundation for a useful
education in a republic is to be laid
in religion. Without this there can be
no virtue, and without virtue there
can be no liberty, and liberty is the
object and life of all republican
governments.”

Benjamin Rush, On the Mode of 
Education In A Republic, 1806



Robert Winthrop, Speaker, U.S. House

of Representatives, May 28, 1849:

“All societies of men must be

governed in some way or other.

The less they have of stringent

State Government, the more

they must have of individual

self-government. The less they

rely on public law or physical

force, the more they must rely

on private moral restraint.



Men, in a word, must

necessarily be controlled either

by a power within them or by a

power without them; either by

the Word of God or by the

strong arm of man; either by the

Bible or by the bayonet.”



Benjamin Franklin, April 1787:

“Only a virtuous people are
capable of freedom. As
nations become corrupt and
vicious, they have more need
of masters.”

Letter to Messrs, the Abbes Chalut, and
Arnaud, Apr 17, 1787



James N. Anderson, Professor of Theology

& Philosophy, Reformed Theological

Seminary, Charlotte, NC:

“Those who wrote and signed it

[Constitution] understood their political

arguments to have theological

foundations. They appealed to the idea

of natural laws, in the sense of natural

rights, but they understood that such

laws need a lawmaker or lawgiver.”
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Where is the “separation of church

and state” in the following?





The First Charter of Virginia, April 10, 1606

“… for the Furtherance of so noble a Work, which may, by
the Providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the Glory
of his Divine Majesty, in propagating of Christian Religion to
such People, as yet live in Darkness and miserable
Ignorance of the true Knowledge and Worship of God, and
may in time bring the Infidels and Savages, living in those
parts, to human Civility, and to a settled and quiet
Government:”





Mayflower Compact, Nov. 11, 1620

“In the name of God, Amen. … Having undertaken, for the
glory of God, and the advancement of the Christian faith, and
honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant the first
colony in the Northern parts of Virginia, …”



William Bradford

“Lastly, (and which was not least,) a
great hope & inward zeal they had
of laying some good foundation, or
at least to make some way
thereunto, for the propagating &
advancing the gospel of the
kingdom of Christ in those remote
parts of the world; yea, though they
should be but even as stepping-
stones unto others for the
performing of so great a work.”

History of Plymouth Plantation, William Bradford, Charles
Deane, ed., 1856, p. 24



Harvard University, founded 1636



Rules & Precepts, Sept 26, 1642

“Let every Student be plainly instructed, and earnestly
pressed to consider well, the maine end of his life and
studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternall
life, John 17:3, and therefore to lay Christ in the bottome, as
the only foundation of all sound knowledge and Learning.
And seeing the Lord only giveth wisedome, Let every one
seriously set himself by prayer in secret to seeke it of him
Prov. 2,3.”



The First Continental Congress

September 7, 1774, Carpenters' Hall

Anglican Pastor, First Chaplain, Prayed



Psalm 35 “was very appropriate for the political 

climate of the time and became a unifying 

moment for the men present. Because this 

Psalm deals with David’s appeals to the 

righteous God for help against his enemies that 

have punished and persecuted him, many 

colonists found it symbolic of political conflict 

they were facing.”[7]…



It proclaims, …“Let them [David’s enemies] 

be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel 

of the Lord chase them” (verse 5). Verse 20 

states “For they speak not peace: but they 

devise deceitful matters against them that are 

quiet in the land.” The parallels to the current 

struggle were unmistakable.



John Adams to Abigail, nine days later on Sept 16, 1774:

“You must remember this was the next Morning after we heard

the horrible Rumor, of the Cannonade of Boston. I never saw

a greater Effect upon an Audience. It seemed as if Heaven had

ordained that Psalm to be read on that Morning. After this Mr.

Duche, unexpected to every Body struck out into an

extemporary Prayer, which filled the Bosom of every Man

present. I must confess I never heard a better Prayer or one,

so well pronounced. … It has had an excellent Effect upon

every Body here. I must beg you to read that Psalm.”



One of Washington’s first commands as
the Commander of the Continental Army:

“The General most earnestly requires
and expects a due observance of those
articles of war established for the
government of the army, which forbid
profane cursing, swearing, and
drunkenness. And in like manner he
requires and expects of all officers and
soldiers, not engaging in actual duty, a
punctual attendance on Divine service,
to implore the blessing of Heaven upon
the means used for our safety and
defense.”



Navy regulations of the United Colonies, Nov. 28, 1775 



Navy regulations of the United Colonies, Nov. 28, 1775 



Letter to Thomas Jefferson on
June 28, 1813:

“The general principles on
which the fathers achieved
independence were. . . . the
general principles of
Christianity. . . .”



“By our form of government, the
Christian religion is the established
religion; and all sects and
denominations of Christians are
placed upon the same equal footing,
and are equally entitled to protection
in their religious liberty.”

Runkel v.Winemiller, 1799 

Samuel Chase
Signer of Declaration of Independence

U.S. Supreme Court Justice



“The greatest glory of the
American Revolution was that it
bound together in one
indissoluble bond the principles
of Christianity and the
principles of civil government.”

Speech delivered July 4, 1837 celebration, 
Newburyport, Massachusetts. John Quincy Adams

6th President of U.S. 



Constitution of Delaware (1776):

“Every person … before taking his seat or entering
upon the execution of his office, shall…make and
subscribe the following declaration, to wit: ‘I, ____,
do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus
Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one
God, Blessed forevermore; and I do acknowledge
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament
to be given by Divine inspiration.’”



Constitution of Pennsylvania (1776):

“Each member before he takes his seat shall make
and subscribe the following: ‘I do believe in one
God, the Creator and Governor of the Universe,
the Rewarder of the good and Punisher of the
wicked. And I do acknowledge the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine
Inspiration.’”



National seal 
proposed to Congress on 

August 20, 1776 by
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin

Franklin, & John Adams

Drawing by Benson Lossing, for Harper’s 
New Monthly Magazine, July 1856, 

General Collections, Library of Congress (106) 



In 1789, Congress, in the midst of framing the Bill of Rights
and the First Amendment, passed the Northwest Ordinance
which declared that, for a territory to become a state:

“Religion, morality, and knowledge, being
necessary to good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and the means of education
shall forever be encouraged.”





House Judiciary Comm.:

“Had the people, during the Revolution, had a
suspicion of any attempt to war against Christianity,
that Revolution would have been strangled in its
cradle. At the time of the adoption of the Constitution
and the amendments, the universal sentiment was
that Christianity should be encouraged, not any one
sect [denomination].”



Senate Judiciary Comm.:

“We are Christians, not because the law demands it,
not to gain exclusive benefits or to avoid legal
disabilities, but from choice and education; and in a
land thus universally Christian, what is to be
expected, what desired, but that we shall pay a due
regard to Christianity?”

Reports of Committees of the House of Representatives Made During the First Session of the Thirty-Third
Congress (Washington: A. O. P. Nicholson, 1854), pp. 6, 8.

The Reports of Committees of the Senate of the United States for the Second Session of the Thirty-
Second Congress, 1852-53 (Washington: Robert Armstrong, 1853), p. 3.



Jonathan Mayhew
1720 – 1766



“It is hoped that but few will think
the subject of it [politics] an
improper one to be discoursed
on in the pulpit, under a notion
that this is preaching politics,
instead of Christ. However, to
remove all prejudices of this sort,
I beg it may be remembered that
‘all Scripture is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in
righteousness.’



Why, then, should not those
parts of Scripture which relate to
civil government be examined
and explained from the desk
[pulpit], as well as others?
Obedience to the civil
magistrate is a Christian duty;
and if so, why should not the
nature, grounds, and extent of it
be considered in a Christian
assembly?”



J. A. Garfield, July, 1877:  

“Now more than ever the people

are responsible for the character

of their Congress. If that body be

ignorant, reckless, and corrupt, it

is because the people tolerate

ignorance, recklessness, and

corruption. If it be intelligent,

brave, and pure, it is because

the people demand these high

qualities to represent them in the

national legislature. . . .



[I]f the next centennial does not

find us a great nation . . . it will

be because those who

represent the enterprise, the

culture, and the morality of the

nation do not aid in controlling

the political forces.”



“Separation of Church and State” is a …

myth, And now…
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The mandate of the Church

Is to WAKE UP, PRAY UP, & STAND UP as

The Salt and Light we are called to be 

in this lost and corrupted world.
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